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Above it All

The AirBerth Boat Lift System

BY JOHN BARR

aving a vessel secured in a

slip certainly has its

advantages. When the

urge hits and the weather
cooperates, just go down to the har-
bor, and off you go for an exciting
day on the water.

While there are many reasons to
trailer your boat, the process of get-
ting on the water is far more com-
plicated. You hook up the boat and
fight the traffic to the ramp. If the
gods have smiled down on you the
ramp will be clear, if not get in line.
Then there's the concern of how far
from the ramp will you have to park
your rig and if there will be a spot
for you at all. And that's only the

Drive the boat onto the submerged Airberth
and secure the positioning ropes to the boat.

front half of the effort. At the end of
the day you have to deal with the
line at the ramp to get the boat back
on the trailer and then you're back
in traffic. So much for a relaxing day
on the water.

In spite of that, there are still
advantages over having a vessel in a
slip. One is maintenance and anoth-
er is the cost of slip fees. Trailerable
boats can be hauled to your marine
mechanic for servicing at less cost.
Props and underwater fittings can
be serviced without the expense of
hauling out, and the same is true
when maintaining the bottom.
These are a few of the issues that
promote trailering,

Would it not be great to have the
best of both worlds? How about a

water born trailer that's maintenance
free and keeps your vessel out of
harms way, and is as convenient as
having a vessel in a slip.

Over the years there have been
attempts for such a system to either
protect your vessel in the water,
While some have worked well, oth-
ers | have experienced are difficult
to operate and require as much
maintenance as your vessel if stored
in the water.

A Born Skeptic

1 was somewhat skeptical when 1
was asked to test a new system from
the Land Down Under. When 1 lis-
tened to the hype, my first thought

S
Attach the blowers to the air control, which
will commence the displacement of water
from the primary floats.
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Make Slip Side Pumpouts
Easy and Affordable

POLRUSAGON

= Single hose for suction & discharge {Madc }

« Rolls easily down the dock

» Sturdy polyethylena construction ' Eweriea:
« Guaranteed to never corrode or rust

» | ightweight and compact

- Dealer Inquiries Welcome -
NATIONAL CLEANWATER SYSTEMS, LLC

www,.polypump.com PH: 360-629-4919 FAX: 360-629-0638

sportfisher Headquarters

over 60 years. No matter what design or construction, we have the person-
al experience and equipment. “Our good reputation is your guarantee.”

- Custom Carpentry - Painting & Varnishing - Offloads
- Commissioning - Topsides
SHIPYARD MARINE STORE
(949) 673-0360 (949) 673-3533
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was that somebody had eaten a
bad batch of “shrimps from the
barby”, but I wanted to see what
was up.

To my surprise the AirBerth
Boat Lift System is just what it
was touted to be - it is easy to
use, virtually maintenance-free
and converts your slip into a
water born trailer with of the
advantages of a trailer and the
convenience of a vessel in a slip.

Different By Design

The AirBerth system is a boat
lift that operates on the principle
of buoyancy. Similar to some
boat lift systems on the market, it
utilizes buoyancy tubes to raise
the vessel out of the water, But
this is where the similarity ends.
Most systems currently on the
market are an adaptation of a
hard or solid boat cradle that can
be raised with buoyancy, or by
utilizing a winch system to get
the vessel out of the water.
Because most manufacturers’
choice of materials and method
of lifting, maintenance is still a
concern especially in salt or
brackish water.

AirBerth has eliminated all but
minor maintenance caused by in-
water boat storage, both for the
vessel and the boat lift as well.

The main cause of failures and
high maintenance costs of many

Within minutes, the boat will center
itself, as the Airberth shapes the hull and
completely lifts the boat above the water.
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AirBerth has eliminated all but minor
maintenance caused by in-water boat storage,
both for the vessel and the boat lift as well.

boat lifts are due to the materials
used in the construction, that are
often unable to survive in a salt-
water environment. Even some
fresh waters have high chemical
content that can significantly
shorten the life of some lifts.

The AirBerth is different in that
it is constructed of industrial
high-density polyethylene plastic
that has a known material life
(50 years plus), and requires lit-
tle (if any) maintenance, is
impervious to most chemicals
and acids and allows the lifts to
be used in waters that would
destroy other systems.

Industrial ~ High  Density
Polyethylene Plastic (HDPE) is
environmentally friendly and is
one of the few plastics not made
from harmful chemicals. It does
not leech into the surrounding
water, can be re-cycled, is UV
stable, will not rot, rust, or swell
and is not effected by electroly-
sis or osmosis. An added bene-
fit, HDPE is non-stick and is a

SRS
The boat is now safely stored above
the water.

Dual air control valves.

One Integrated

Network for
All Your

Electronics

10.4" Color LCD
Radar/VideoPlotter

7" Color LCD
Radar/VideoPlotter

10/100 BASE-T HUB

: [NAVhet E
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NavNet allows you to connect multiple devices together
through the use of an high-speed Ethernet Hub. Each
unit becomes a universal display, allowing you to access
any component that is connected.

PROFESSIONALS IN MARINE ELECTRONICS
www.baytronics.com
310-915-1616 rx 310-915-1973

11315 WASHINGTON PLACE = LOS ANGELES, CA
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low friction surface and will not
mar your fiberglass hull and is
impact absorbing and flexible for
further protection.

Support Where You Need It

Most boat lift manufacturers sup-
ports the load of the vessel on hor-
izontal beams which in turn is sup-
ported on either side by attach-
ment to buoyancy or flotation
device. This method of support
loads the beam some distance
away from the point of buoyancy,
creating stress between those two
points. Airberth is different in that
during operation, the rising front
saddle is pushed down by the
boat's keel. This process rotates the
primary tubes (main buoyancy
chamber) thereby shaping the sad-
dle to conform to the hull shape of
the vessel, As a result of the prima-
ry rotation the boat's weight is then
supported on the pedestals, direct-
ly over the upward thrust of the
buoyancy. The result is solid and
safe compression loading for the
boat lift and solid, shaped, support
for the boat along the strongest
parts of the hull, the keel, chine
and transom

The long, continuous berthing
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The Airberth will center the boat, slide the vessel baclwards to tighten the positioning ropes,

guides assist the boat owner in
entering and leaving the AirBerth.
Once into the submerged AirBerth
the bow is captured berween the
guides and is prevented from drift-
ing due to side winds or current and
will guide the boat correctly into
position every time without marking.

Automatic Positioning

Once into the lift, the skipper
attaches the pre-set positioning
ropes to the boat's rear cleats, con-
nects the high volume, low pres-
sure air blowers and turns them on
which begins an automatic proce-
dure as it rises. It will center the
boat, slide the vessel backwards to
tighten the positioning ropes,
rotate both primary tubes to shape
the support to suit the boat hull,
raise the bow first (to keep the
most stable part of the boat in the
water until the boat lift stability
takes over), and then raise and lift
the stern of the boat gently out of
the water.

Different from other lifts, AirBerth
has designed a unique internal sys-
tem within the primary tubes that
ensures the stern of the boat will
lower first with one simple set of
controls for retrieval and launching.

rotate both primary tubes to shape the support to suit the boat hull, raise the bow first, and
then raise and lift the stem of the boat gently out of the water.
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Safety and Control

Most lifts only control air. If air
leaks through a faulty seal, worn
valve, leaking hose, or a punc-
ture in a buoyancy chamber, the
result will most likely be sinking
or listing of the lift. Even a very
slow air leak can be significant
over a period of time.

AirBerth” controls both the air
and water which makes it safer
as any air leak will have no
effect. In order to go down air
must escape and water must
enter. AirBerth boat lifts are able
to raise the water intake tubes
above water lever during storage
preventing the boat lift from
lowering. If water was able to
enter for some reason, air is
sealed and water cannot flood
the primary tubes.

Another significant advantage,
is during the cooler overnight
temperatures the air inside the
primary tubes contracts and
draws more air into the primary
tubes through the open water
intake tubes. During the higher
daytime temperatures, the inter-
nal air expands again, forcing
any internal water (should there
be any) out through the open
water intake tube, a natural
event that simply occurs due to
the temperature differentiation
between night and day.

contintied on p. 60 »

The portable air pump.

KVH TracVision 4

Mohile Satellite
TV atiits Best

TracVision 4

Marine Satellite TV System

* First self-contained, in-motion marine
satellite system.

* Utilizes Digital Video Broadcasting (DVB)
technology to identify and lock onto
satellite signals

¢ * Access digital news, entertainment,

music and internet data as far as 100

miles offshore.

Custom Installations We're Proud Of
RADAR ¢ GPS * SSB * SAT TV * FiSH FINDERS ¢+ AUTO PILOTS * SAILING INSTRUMENTS

Available at: call Today!

SEASIDE
Ll -
SEASIDI 949-675-7866
SALES - SERVICE » USER TRAINING
ELECTRONICS 2
¢ = 411 31st Sireet, Newport Beach, CA 92663
Over 20 Years of Exparience = Fax 949-675-9627

in Southern California

[ 5 i y ’ " Booths
Marine Refrigeration Solutions on: iﬂ%

NOVA#KOOL

+ Converts your ice box to refrigerator./freezer
+ 3 plates for maximum capacity

+ Fan-cooled condenser increases efficlency

+ Multiple voltages - 12vDC or 24 VDC

110V adapter available
LT200-RT6

Remote Unit

RFS 7500

Side by Side Fridge/Freszer
+ Large two-door under counter design
+ 75 cu ft. (S5 fridge/2.0 freezer

+ Freezer has 3 plates for maximum efficiency

+ Thermostat controlled for a wide range of settings
+ Powder coated frame is corrosion

resistant and easy to clean

s

QUALITY

ENGINES & GENSETS - REFRIGERATION,/AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRONIC CONTROLS - HEAD SYSTEMS - WATERMAKERS - MARINE APPLIANCES

SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION

’E MAR INE “Your Boat is Our Business”
S SERVICES 619-224-1606

Z 2330 Shelter Island Dr., Suite #104 » San Diego CA 92106 » Fax 619-226-0496
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Bottom Line

Now you know why the AirBerth
works and have a basic idea of how
it operates, but does it really work?
The Dockside Test Team travelled
to the San Diego Yacht Club to test
the operation of the AirBerth first
hand. The vessel used lift we tested
was a Bimini 306 Grady White
equipped with twin outboards that
weighted approximately 4,800 Ibs.

Chip Nedeau, a representative of
AirBerth, was our host. He
explained the operation and began
the launching procedure. In a matter
of a little under two minutes the
vessel was in the water and ready to
be on its way. The opération was
simple and quick. To retrieve, the
vessel was positioned onto the lift
using the positioning lines and the
blower was plugged in to dockside
power, the hoses were attached and
the blowers turned on. Again, a very
simple procedure that could be han-
dled by anyone. Within less that five
minutes the vessel was high and

dry. The AirBerth was a simple
operation and proved virtually
maintenance free. A feature that
really caught our attention was the
standard equipment hull wash
down system. By simply connecting
a hose to a convenient fitting locat-
ed along the buoyancy tubes, you
are connected to fresh water to
wash down not only the hull but the
drives as well, a unique system that
cuts down on clean up time.

AirBerth Boat Lift Systems come
in nine weight lifting models to lift
from 3,500 Ibs to 22,000 lbs and can
accommodate vessels from 24 feet
to 46 feet. They are designed to lift
mono planing hulls, cruisers, ski
boats, offshore boats and rigid hull
inflatable boats (RIBs). At present
the system can not accommodate
catamarans, pontoon boats or
keeled sailboats.

For more information on this
remarkable departure for the tradi-
tional boat lift systems, contact:

EQUIPMENT
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AUSTRALIA

Airberth Boat Lifts

Suite 74, Victoria Square,
Broadbeach QLD 4218
Australia

Phone: + 61 7 55317088

WEST COAST

Marine Dock Products
AirBerth Boat Lift Systems
6856 Briarwood Dr.
Carlsbad, CA 92009
(877) AIRBERTH or

(760) 602-9253
www.airberth.com

NORTHWEST & ALASKA

2001 Marine Systems, Inc.
1012 Boylston Ave.
Seattle, WA 98104

(206) 954-7106
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| Designed for inflatables. Motor d
1 and fuel tank stay on-board the
tender. Ready for installation, ¢ ; .
includes cleat, block and tackle, g
all polished stainless steel, 4
hand-operated, simple and easy! ; f
Patented. 2 i 5 ;
from Olsson Manufacturing
TRANSOMFORK
Operating our RS-1 is effort- CLASS ;.
less. Just the push of a button ?‘g‘é@'
on our remote hand control OLSSON MFG., INC,
will launch or retrieve your £0, o™
fully loaded tender. System KL eV O
clears swim platform and ; e ) i
secures tender in water unti If you're considering a davit and want to know which is the
you're ready 1o Use. right one for you, please give us a call. We've been design-
ing, manufacturing and installing davits for over 25 years
CRANE STYLE and would the opportunity to quote your next project.
DAVITS
400-6,000 LB. CAPACITY FACTORY SALES: 50, CAL SALES:
e ! 206-767-0505 RAY BLEIM MARINE
This dt_avn L;\t;llzes h;;d;iuhc Fax: 206-767-0552 714-520-7901
operation. Also available: solsson@worldnet.att.net
il : 1811 W, Katella, Suite #231
electric W|tl_1 assist 525 So. Elmgrove Anaheim, CA 92604
boom topping. Seattle, WA 98108
>

October, 2001, DOCKSIDE 61



EQUIPMENT

ssssssesrssrasranias

Above it All.
Continued from page 31

- Mooring guides

- Compression pads

~ Dockside handles
Lockable air controls
Adjustable fenders
Flexible cradle

* Spray jets for hull rinse

Industrial High Density Polyethylene Plastic (HDPE) is environmentally friendly
and is one of the few plastics not made from harmful chemicals. It does not
leech info the surrounding water, can be re-cycled, is UV stable, will not rot,

rust, or swell and is not effected by electrolysis or osmosis.

S i
Bottom Painting & Repairs =3 on tiesel & 4as

TACOMA'S ONLY FULL
SERVICE BOAT YARD & REPAIR

e A 100 Ton Railway ¢ Mobile Repair

e Quality Insurance Repair * Service Since 1970

® Repair Service for Fiberglass, e Free Estimates
Aluminum, Steel & Wood .

» New Construction From 26’ to 70°

modutech) =
\marine inc. - "!
omwaseiz 253-272-9319

emall: modutechmarine @att.net
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NS 1750

* No Open Flame
* Direct-Vent

« Clean & Safe
» 12 Volt

« #1 Fuel Qil

» 6,300 BTU

Cook Stove

Cooking &
Heating

TOYOSTOVE
E 4

From TOYOTOMI usa

makers of quality oil heating products
for over 50 years

all (907) 278-7441
CIRPRISES
@rural-energy.com « www.rural-energy.com

For more information or your n eal

RurAL ENERGY EN

email: s






